An exciting, new and revamped
website is coming soon!
Watch this space...

Growers Supply is going electronic!
Please make sure we have your
updated email address.
To update your email, please email:
lou.rioux@growerssupplybc.com.

The apple season is here!
Plan ahead; time to start getting
your harvest equipment together.
Visit us at any of our stores and we
will be happy to help.

Food For Thought
Growers Supply Monthly Newsletter
A Message from our General Manager
As the cherry picking season comes to an
end, and apple orchards are gearing up
for the upcoming harvest, Growers Supply
is ready to serve all of your needs at this
time. It’s been quite a ride this year for the
farming industry and we all hope that the
upcoming harvest brings in robust quality
products. As you begin to plan your next
infrastructure projects, don’t forget that
Growers Supply has experienced irrigation
design specialists here to answer all of your
questions and support your next installation
or upgrade. In addition, we have strong
supply links that can source all your posts
and wire needs. Demand has been strong
this year, so don’t delay if you are thinking of
an installation prior to winter.

In this Edition...
A Message from our General Manager
Harvest Equipment
2020 ReTain Best Practices
ReTain Application Tips

Supporting local businesses is a theme
that we are seeing in many retail outlets
this year. Growers Supply has five locations
throughout the Okanagan Valley and one in
Creston. We are truly a local business and
focus on the needs of growers in the valley.
We are here to assist and get you on your
way as quickly as possible. We look forward
to seeing you in one of our stores soon.
Mark Welton.

General Manager- Growers Supply Co.
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Harvest Equipment
Now is the time to be looking ahead at picking bags, buckets and harvest shears. Growers Supply has a large
selection of these items in stock and ready to go!

2020 ReTain Best Management Practices
ReTain use on apples is beneficial for multiple reasons. The label lists stop drop,
delayed maturity, retained firmness in storage, reduction in water-core and crack
prevention as the benefits of ReTain. It has also been shown to reduce lenticel
breakdown. ReTain is only recommended on healthy trees with a lot of green leaves,
in good condition as it doesn’t seem to work on stressed trees.

Use, Rate & Timing Recommendations
The following are general recommendations on ReTain use by variety. If you already
have a program of ReTain use that is different from the suggestions below, but works
for you, then continue to follow your own program.

Ambrosia
The primary use of ReTain in Ambrosia is for harvest management and for the
improvement of storage quality of the fruit.

Rates & Timing
•
•

Ambrosia is a low-ethylene producing variety and low application rates of
Retain (¼ to a ½ rate) have been found to be effective in delaying the harvest
without impacting fruit colour.
2 to 3 weeks before harvest, but after fruit starts to colour.
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McIntosh/Spartan

Gala

ReTain is recommended as a stop drop on McIntosh
and Spartans. Both varieties tend to drop,especially as
maturity increases. Both varieties increase in colour as
the maturity increases, so there is a tendency to hold the
fruit longer, which increases the risk of drop.

ReTain is strongly recommended on Gala for the benefits
of improved harvest management, reduced stem cracking
and better quality fruit after storage.

Rates & Timing
•
•

1 to 2 weeks before harvest.
A half rate of ReTain is often sufficient on Macs and
Spartans. In blocks where the trees are vigorous
and in heavy soils, however, a ⅓ rate has also been
observed to work well.

ReTain’s primary benefit in Honeycrisp is as a stop drop.
There is some concern about reduced colour so fieldservice encourages growers to try ReTain on Honeycrisp,
but only on a trial basis (small blocks and leave controls).
•

•

•

Honeycrisp

Rates & Timing

Timing
If the main goal in using ReTain is for delay of the
first pick of harvest, then use the 3 to 4 weeks before
predicted untreated harvest timing. Up to 5 weeks
has been used in later areas in past seasons.
If the main goal is crack prevention or storage
potential then 2 week before harvest application
timing will work, but with little or no delay in harvest
and less impact on colouring.

Rates
•
•

For high colouring strains apply ½ to full rates of
Retain.
For lower colouring strains of Gala (Royal, Imperial),
or blocks in the warmer southern parts of the
growing area apply ⅓ to ½ rates.

½ rate at 1 to 2 weeks before predicted untreated
harvest date.

ReTain Application Tips
Only use ReTain on healthy blocks, not on drought stressed trees or fruit that has been damaged by insects or disease or
under nutritional stress.
•

ReTain full rate is 333g/acre:
¼, ⅓, ½ or ¾ rates may be more suitable based on your crop, variety (and colour strain), tree vigour and site. 		
Field staff often recommends a ½ rate of 180g/acre.
To avoid possible colouring problems when using ReTain for the first time, use lower rates. If the effects are 		
small at lower rates you can increase by ¼ the next year.

•

Apply ReTain at high water volume.

•

Apply ReTain with the surfactant Xiameter (used to be known as Sylgard) at 0.05-0.1 % v/v:
0.05 % is 189 ml per 100 US gallons (or 83 Imperial gallons)
0.1% v/v is 378 ml per 100 US gallon (or 83 imperial gallons)
Use the high rate of Xiameter unless the temperatures are very hot (over 30°C).
Add the Xiameter last as it foams excessively; you may want to include anti-foam.

•
•
•

Apply ReTain in cooler temperatures for slow drying conditions. This is more important than exact timing.
No rain or irrigation within 6 hours of application!
Tank mixing ReTain with nutrients and other products is not recommended. Do not mix with Sunburn products (or
apply within 3 days before or after).
7 day Pre-harvest interval (PHI).

•
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